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The Pacific Association of Railway Surgeons first
effected a permanent organization in Santa Barbara,
California, on April 21, 1903. The State Medical
Society was holding its convention at the time and
as many of its members were railway surgeons they
deemed it an opportune time to form an association
of railway surgeons. The object of the association
was to bring together the various railway doctors
throughout the Pacific Coast in convention so that
important matters pertaining to railway surgery,
medico-legal and sanitary matters might be dis-
cussed. Furthermore, the object of such an associa-
tion in addition to the mutual benefit derived by its
membcrs should be to co-operate with regular state
and county societies and also affiliate with like asso-
ciations in the East in furtherance of the progress
of medicine and surgery.

I might say that at the present time the Associa-
tion has met with great success and has in a way
partly fulfilled its object.
We have now members from every state on the

Pacific Coast and many valuable papers have been
read and much clinical work demonstrated.
We have been handicapped in the past and the

valuable work going on has not become known as
we have not had an official journal. Meetings are
held annually in San Francisco and the California
State Journal of Medicine will, in the future, publish
the proceedings.

G. R. CARSON, Secretary.
The sixth annual meeting of the Pacific Associa-

tion of Railway Surgeons was held in San Fran-
cisco, August 28th and 29th; meeting called to order
by the President, Dr. J. R. Colburn, at 2:15 p. m.
The President announced that on account of the

death of the Secretary, Dr. J. P. Dunn, since the
last meeting, a Secretary should be elected pro tem.

Dr. Philip King Brown was named by Dr. Mor-
ton, seconded by Dr. Keys. Dr. Brown was duly
elected Secretary pro tem.
The President then delivered an opening address.
In accordance with the President's suggestion,

motion was made by Dr. Brown and duly seconded,
that a committee of three be appointed by the Chair
to draw up resolutions upon the death of the Secre-
tary, Dr. J. P. Dunn. Drs. Huntington, Carl Kurtz
and Philip King Brown were named as such com-
mittee, with request that report be made at the
following session.
The minute$ of the previous meeting were read

by Dr. Brown. On motion duly made and seconded
the minutes as read were ac6epted and ordered
placed on file.

Scientific Program.
1. Dr. A. Miles Taylor, "Fracture of the Femur

and Innominate Bone."
Dr. Taylor being absent his paper was read by

Dr. Southard.
2. Dr. A. W. Morton, "Palmer Infections."
Dr. Morton announced that his paper was unpre-

pared.
The Committee of Arrangements announced that

the dinner for that evening would take place in the
Red Room of the St. Francis at 7 o'clock, promptly.
Motion was made by Dr. McCleave, seconded by

Dr. Morton, that as Dr. Huntington's paper, next to
follow, was upon practically the same subject as the
paper just read, the discussion be postponed and
both papers discussed at once.

3. Dr. T. W. Huntington, "Exhibition of crayon
drawings illustrating the Operative Treatment of
Fractures of the Thigh."
The President: Before calling for discussionis

upon these papers, I wish to announce that Dr.

Hitchcock of Los Angeles, who is not a member, is
present, and I desire a motion made, inviting him
to enter into discussion of papers.
Motion duly made, seconded and carried.
Discussion: Dr. Huntington, Dr. McCleave, Dr.

Kurtz, Dr. Coffey and Dr. Hildreth.
4. Dr. G. R. Carson, "Treatment of Pneumonia."
Discussion: Dr. Evans, Dr. Hildreth, Dr. Brown

and Dr. Carson.
5. Dr. T. W. Huntington, "Remarks upon the

Causes of Late. Operative Wound Infections as
Relate to Method of Closure."
Discussion: Dr. Hitchcock, Dr. Evans, Dr. Mor-

ton and Dr. Huntington.
5. Dr. R. A. Peers, "Tuberculosis."
Discussion: Dr.. Keys and Dr. Peers.
6. Dr. J. C. Booth, "Periodical Paralysis."
Meeting adjourned.

August 29, 1908.
Meeting called to order by the President.
8. Dr. C. L. Bigelow, "Hip Injury." Exhibition

of patient.
Recess called for examination of patient.
Discussion: Dr. Kurtz, Dr. Coffey and Dr. Bige-

low.
9. Dr. A. J. Hosmer, "Bier's Hyperemic Treat-

ment." Absent.
10. Dr. S. D. Swope, "Major Results from Minor

Injuries." Absent.
11. Dr. A. M. Henderson, "Report of Case of

Chronic Duodenal Ulcer." Absent.
12. Dr. W. I. Terry, "Direct Transfusion of

Blood."
Discussion: Dr. Adams, Dr. Morton, Dr. Booth,

Dr. Brown and Dr. Terry.
13. Drs. Brown and Coffey, "Gastric Ulcer."
Discussion: Dr. Kurtz, Dr. Coffey, Dr. Hunting-

ton, Dr. Terry, Dr. Brown and Dr. Coffey.
14. Dr. Rexwald Brown, "Traumatic Rupture of

the Urethra."
Discussion: Dr. Huntington and Dr. Brown.
15. Dr. C. J. Teass, "Treatment of Burns."
Discussion: Dr. Huntington, Dr. Morton, Dr.

Bigelow and Dr. Teass.
16. Dr. C. E. Thompson, "Waxed Silk as a

Suture."
Discussion: Dr. Teass and Dr. Thompson.
17. Dr. R. W. Miller, "Inflammation of the Acces-

sory Sinuses of the Nasal Chambers." Absent.
Reports of Officers and Committees.

Report of committee to draft resolution upon
death of Dr. Dunn was then read:

Resolved, That, whereas in the untimely death of
Dr. Jas. P. Dunn, one of the founders of this Asso-
ciation and its Secretary since its organization, a
surgeon of ability, held in highest regard by the
members of the Pacific Association of Railway Sur-
geons, by the. medical profession generally, and by
his fellow men, this Association has suffered a
serious loss.

Resolved, furthe&r, That this resolution be spread
upon the minutes and a copy be sent to his rela-
tives.

(Signed) T. W. HUNTINGTON, M. D.,
(Signed) *CARL KURTZ, M. D.,
(Signed) PHILIP KING BROWN, M. D.,

Committee.
Motion was duly made and seconded that this

resolution be accepted and that a copy be sent to
Mrs. Dunn.
The following applications for membership, being

properly approved, were presented: Dr. 0. D. But-
ler, San Francisco; Dr. C. L. Bigelow, San Fran-
cisco; Dr. C. J. Teass, Kennett, Cal.; Dr. J. H. Kuser,
Novato, Cal.; Dr. A. J. Hood, Elko, Nev.; Dr. G.
A. Woelffel, Willits, Cal.; Dr. Rexwald Brown,
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Santa Barbara; Dr. J. M. Mills, Larkspur, Cal.; Dr.
C. F. Grant, Cloverdale, Cal.; Dr. W. H. Sullivan,
Hopland, Cal.; Dr. J. L. Bond, Ukiah, Cal.; Dr. E.
H. Smith, San Francisco.
Motion was' duly made and seconded that the

Secretary cast the ballot of the Association for the
election of same.
Motion was made by Dr. Huntington, requesting

that the Committee on Publication confer with the
Publishing Committee of the Journal of the State
Medical Association and request the publishing of
papers in a special department; also that such com-
mittee report at next annual meeting. Motion duly
seconded and ordered.
The next in order is the selection of a meeting

place for the seventh annual mepting in 1909.
Motion made by Dr. A. W. Morton, "That this

Association meet in Seattle, for the fact that at the
present meeting we have but one man from Oregon
and the men of the Northwest take practically no
interest in the Association, San Francisco being so
far away for them to attend meeting."
Seconded by Dr. J. C. Booth, who added that

Seattle was more of a railroad center than San
Francisco and that members of the Northwest could
not come to San Francisco, owing to the distance.

Dr. W. B. Coffey offered the following motion as
a substitute to that of Dr. Morton: "That this As-
sociation meet in San Francisco, it being more cen-
trally located for all members and of far more ad-
vantage in a professional way." Also that it was
the intention at the time this Association was or-
ganized to hold the meetings in San Francisco, on
account of the hospital opportunities, but since the
fire in 1906 San 'Francisco has been greatly handi-
capped in that respect, hence the meeting was held
last year in Los Angeles.

Dr. Carson also added that the meetings being
held in San Francisco gave the members an oppor-
tunity to attend the Lane lectures as well.

Dr.- Morton stated that the Lane lectures were
"all off," and had been for some time.

Dr. Coffey's motion was seconded by Dr. Terry
and placed to a vote of the Association.
San Francisco' was chosen by open vote as the

meeting place, for 1909, the date of which 'to be
determined later.
Motion was made by Dr. Rogers that invitations

be sent to all railroad surgeons on the coast who-are
not now members of this Association to become
such, believing that there are many that would be
glad to join if accorded an invitation.
Seconded by Dr. Teass and so ordered.
The President: Next is the election of officers for

the ensuing year.
President-Dr. T. C. McCleave, Berkeley, Cal.

Nominated by Dr.' Huntington, seconded by Dr.
Brown.

Or. Terry moved that nominations be closed and
the Secretary cast the ballot of the Association. So
ordered.

First Vice-President-Dr. H. D. Lawhead, Wood-
land, Cal. Nominated by Dr. Brown, seconded by
Dr. Teass.

Dr. Huntington moved that nominations be closed
and the Secretary cast the ballot of the Association.
So ordered.
Second Vice-President-Dr. C. Kurtz, Los Ange-

les, Cal. Nominated by Dr. Carson, seconded by
Dr. Huntington.

Dr. Morton moved that nominations be closed
and the Secretary cast the ballot of the Association.
So ordered.
Secretary-Dr. G.' R. Carson,. San Francisco.

Nominated by Dr. Brown, seconded by Dr. Terry.
Dr. Huntington moved that nominations be closed

and the Secretary cast the ballot of the Association.
So ordered.

Treasurer Dr. F. L. Adams, Oakland, Cal. (in-
cumbent). Nominated by Dr. Brown, seconded by
Dr. Terry.

Dr. Morton moved that nominations be closed and
the Secretary cast the ballot of the Association. So
ordered.

Executive Board-Drs. C. J. Teass, Kennett, Cal.;
Dr. A. W. Morton. Unanimously elected.
Complete Executive Board-Dr. E. A. Bryant,

Los Angeles; Dr. A. W. Morton, San Francisco;
Dr. C. J. Teass, Kennett.
A vote of thanks was tendered the retiring Presi-

dent, Dr. J. R. Colburn. Meeting adjourned.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS, SIXTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE PACIFIC ASSO-
CIATION OF RAILWAY SURGEONS.

By J. R. COLBURN, M. D., Los Angeles.

I wish to express my appreciation of the honor
which you have conferred upon me in electing me
to preside over your deliberations.

Since our last meeting this association has suf-
fered an irreparable loss in the death of its very
efficient Secretary, Dr. James P. Dunn. I woul4
suggest that a committee be appointed to draft
suitable resolutions upon the death of Dr. Dunn.

I congratulate you upon the large attendance
on this, the sixth annual meeting of the Pacific
Association of Railway Surgeons. It is exceedingly
gratifying to me, and must be a source of great
satisfaction to the men who are responsible for
the birth of this association, to see it grow into a
strong and vigorous body. I am sure that it will
continue to grow in interest and importance until
it shall measure up to its full standard of useful-
ness and fill perfectly its particular place in or-
ganized medicine.

I have not prepared a formal address upon a
medical subject to deliver to you, gentlemen, but
have thought to give you briefly my yiews along
the line of the Railway Hospital Association, its
aims and purposes.
From the layman's, or traveling public's point

of view, it is an organization to provide salaried
positions for favored medical men, whose chief aim
is to "get there first" in case of accidents, and
whose specific purpose it is to minimize the extent
and importance of all injuries, thereby paving the
way for an easy settlement by the claim agent, who
is supposed to follow closely in their wake. In
short the railway medical official is regarded as the
pliant tool of the corporation employing him, and
is expected to earn his salary by fraud and mis-
representation in the settlement of claims for dam-
ages.

It rests with this association and like organiza-
tions, first, to determine to what extent, if at all,
the railway medical officer is responsible for this
wide-spread and fixed idea in the minds of the
laity; and second, to correct, as far as possible,
this very low estimate of the aims and purposes
of railway medical organizations. To the end
that this may be accomplished we must begin by
making an honest confession that there is, or has
been, some basis for the public's estimate of our


